APA's model law: hurting the people it seeks to help.
In the view of some patient advocates, APA's model law excessively increases psychiatrists' decision-making power in commitment proceedings and heightens the chances of unnecessary commitments by expanding grounds for commitment to include a substantial-deterioration standard, incorporating open-ended commitment criteria, and removing legal safeguards. The model law's encouragement of hospitalization is inconsistent with growing evidence that many patients do not benefit from hospitalization and obscures the need for greater resources for community care. Finally, by granting legal immunity to professionals, the law undercuts its professed desire to protect patients.